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The Road to the Isles is drawing more young house-builders, seeking

or a generation of us, the
stunning beaches around
Arisiag on Scotland'’s
west coast were a closely
guarded but badly kept
seeret, thanks to their

ng role in the film

Local Hero, Now a 3
generation is heading up (he Gumous
Roud 10 the ks for a
seenery used as a backdrop to Harry
Potrer’s ser and it
¥ ors are
deciding they would like 1o stay, as
the previously unspotlt countryside is
hecoming dotted with new-builds on
plots with views that would make @
Hollywood location scout weep.

Alongside the typical retired couples
looking 10 run B&B businesses or just
enjov their retirement in a part of the
world they have always loved, there
are many vounger families either
buying 2 summer boit hoie or making
the leap from urban living tw the kind
of litestyle portrayed in Monarch of
the Glen or Hamish Macbeth

Charlie King, the local councitlor for
: “There has been an
cw houses, many of them
holiday homes, It can make it haed for
Toeals 1o get a lirst home although, if
the s have a croft they
cave it to them which will §
the land.”

Aceordi
plot of L o the mure
pieturesaue Incaions, such as
Camusdarrach beach or the heaches

of Morar, ¢an cos: between £70,000
and £100,000, while a ready-huilt
three- or {our-bedroom detiched
house could ¢ost up 10 £250,000,
Many newcomers are opting for
sell=builds, SkyeHomes, which
produces trad
has been doing god busin
the mainland and on the Isle of Skye,
Ihe company promises "the look and
feel of a traditional Highland property
with the case of living and
mainienance afforded by modern
building standards™ The kit homes,

which range from cosy cotiages 1o
substantial farmhouse-style homes,
blend in well with their surroundings
as they have a traditional look, but
inside there is an emphasis on
madern open-plan living. Prices
range from £13,550 lor a
one-bedrovm bungalow to £39.500
for a four-bedroom property

David Ball was among the lirst ol
the new breed of sell-build incomers
o apt for a SkyeHomes kit when he
moved with his wile and son 10 Skye
from Hereford wo years ago. David.

The Balls’ home on Skye was from a kit home adapted to their specifications

Arisaig, where houses cost up
to £250,000, is just the sort
of place families want to five

a better quality of life, writes Lucy Penman

50, lane, 44, and eig car-old Liam
now live in a spacious three-bedroom
umber-frame home at Skeabost Bridge
on the island. The house has a large
feature sturcase and gallery arca and
to the side ol the building is a
workshop-with an office above.
For Jane. the move was made
us she was orginally from Skve,
although had lived down south lor
20-0ddd years. When the couple were
offered the opportunity to buy land
from the local laird, they scized the
chance o build the house they had

ST

always wanted, "We looked at a few
kit-hotise companies betore going
with SkyeHom ys Ball. “They

had just started up then and we were
interested in the type of design they
were doing.”

David and Jane then worked with
a designer, making changes to the
original kit to build the home that
suited them. David, a morigage
broker, left his practice in Worcester
and now works from his purpose-
Huilt office from where he looks out
ver acres of land to the s
here's a great quality of life here
and lots of advantages for children.”
he says. “There are o lot of new-builds
uoing on up here and the majorty
are people coming up from down
south. A high proportion of peoplu
arc building homes as second homes
retiremnent homes and holiday
homes.”

Clatre MacAlpin, an estaie agent it
MacPhee & Partaers in Fort Willlam

says they have seen a trend for
younger families moving imo the area
looking for a lifestyle change.
Previously buyers were predominantly
retired people.

David and lane’s son anends the
local primary school on Skve and
David said the move = when Liam
wits five — has been ideal timin
him. He was also Guniliar with the
wsland [rom visiting his mother’s
relitives, "He has so much space
. said David, “When we deaded
ke the move up here we didn't
an on building a 3.000-5¢-1t house
just for the three of us, but that is
what we've ended up with afler we s
dawn with the architect and iweaked
oire of their designs 1o suit our needs
In total, it probably ok a vear o get
the design as we wanted it and we
couldn’t be happier now,”

Of course, there are downsides 0
taking the Road o the Istes and
staving when you get there. David
admits it takes a while for an outsider
1 become established in business,
and the cost of living is higher, for
everything from fuel 1o food, But he
says these are niggles which in no
way detract from the joy of watching
iy son grow up with all the freedomy
he has on the istand, and Tor him and
10 enjoy their dream house i a

waw skyehomes.co.ul: Maclhee &
Parmers, (11397 702 200
Wi mracphice. oo, ik
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