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Self-build success has inspired a new
collection, writes Kirsty McLuckie

N THE madition of (hose en-

treprenewrs wha “liked it so much |

bought the compnn{,'{:hn Macdon-
ald, MD of Skye Homes, fecls that his own
self-built house works so well as a family
home that he has adapted and incorpo-
rated the [eatures into an off-the-peg
collection of properties to offer to his
customers,

John and his wife Tricia built their
home ten years ago after their perfect
location was offered to them. He says:
“A few years ago, an old family friend of-
I‘en_:dusthcmrco?mulm tobuyasile
in Portree overlooking the harbour. The
site originally belonged to the Cuillin
Hills Hotel, formetly a hunting lodge. Al-
though the ground was quite steep and

covered in shrubs, we knew it was very
speeial, andasweare keensailors the loca-
tion was perfect as it had access to the
shore.”

Asfor the look of their new house, they
worked closely with the designer Jim
MacDanald Brown as they had firm re-
quirements in mind. They both love the
architerture and oulside appearance of
periodproperty,but,asJohn says: "Witha
young family and a house full of pets we
also wanted our new home 1o havea mod-
ernflexibleinterior. wedtheh

lenge but Jim was able to accommodate
the level s necessary whilst keep-
ing to the brief. Tricia had very clear ideas
for the layout so worked closely with|jim
on the design, which included four
double-sized bedrooms, three bath-
raoims, several reception rooms and a
latge kitchen with double-height sun
ool

.

As with all sell-build, some decisions
were madke by the site itself, John snlgs
“The orientation was determined by the
path of the sun aned the views. The main
entrance to the north elevation leads toa
dining hall and all the south-facing
rooms have large windows overlooking
the harbour," i

They've managed to capture the best of
oldand new,justas they set out todo. The

to blend seamlesdy into the landseape,
keeping the mature trees and taking in-
spiration from the Victorian architecture
of the hunting lodge”

The site itself presented another chal-

finigh incorporates traditional elements
m:diuasa.-shwintluws,d:?skirﬂng.h]ﬂ
ceilings, antique doorsand theobligatory
Aga, but the décorandlayoutisbrightand
modern - particularly the cathed ml-style
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s

Johnand TriclaMacdonald have used the design of their Portree house as the bluaprint

for their property firm, with an emphasis on a seamless blend of old and new

for himself

glazed sunroom with its 180-degree
Views.

Skye Homes' Country Collection has
taken this erhos and is designed around
the same principles. Again, these houses
have traditional Victorian Highland
lodge features, suchasoverhanging eaves,
but they also have great fiving spaces in-
side. Their split-level floors and large
amount of glazing are designed specifi-
cally for a rural setting, while the timber
frames are made to stancl up to robust is-
land weather. Ranging from a three-bed-
room home at 194 square metres toa fve-
bedraom at338square metres, buyerscan
cheosethefeaturesthey'dliketoincorpo-
rate, and the designs can also be adapted
to be site specific, so John says it is more

ikeal ke service.*Eachcust has

Homeuiding.

i PN
& Renovating OVAI
Show is at the ﬁSHOW
'SECC Glasgow Al
oniéand 17 1817 My 209 /l

2 for the price of 1.

May. Opening F
hours: Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday

10am-4.30pm. Tickets and

Information are available by calling
Q871945 4546 or by visiting
www.homebuildingshow.co.uk
Advance tickets are priced £5, and
tickets on the deor cost E8.

B We've teamed up with the

their own ldeas about layout or adding
features such as a studio over the garage,
0 whatever level of input they have had,
they can feel that they had a hand in de-
signing their own home”

organisers tooffer twn tickets forthe
price of one for this unmissable
event. Simply call 0871 945
3pm tomorrow and quote SCOT
purchase two tickets for £8,




